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placed in circa A. D. 6068 the year in which Harsa ascended the
throne, it may be stated that the Harfacarita might have been
composed sometimes between A. D. 606 and 608. If Bana, who has
given such a detailed account of Harsa's birth and early life, had
only heard of his campaigns from A. D. 606-612 before he wrote this
work, then he would have obviously given us full particulars of these
exploits in this book. This view, however, would appear to run
counter to the opinion of Dr Keith who holds that "Sana wrote
late in his (Harsa's) reign which ended in 647, and this is borne out
by his mention of Vdsavadattd which he clearly imitated.'11 With
due deference to such a view it is not clear why in case he wrote
late in Harsa's reign, being well-informed about all the exploits of
Harsa, Bana could not have made light of Harsa's defeat at the
hands of Pulikesin II and given us a description of his other
victories in glowing terms, which, however, he never does. - Nor does
he give us any details of the patronage of the Buddhists or of
Yiian Chwang, which perhaps may be attributed to his anti-Buddhist
views, but he could be expected to give us at least some information
about such matters,
Bana is also credited with some other works. It is possible
that he might have written the Candlsa/aka but to credit him with
the plays Parvatlparinaya^ the production of Vamatia Bhatta Bana in
the 15th century, and the Ratndwli is, as Dr Keith rightly observes,
44 merely an idle surmise."3 It is worth remarking here that
Candisataka is an interesting work which throws light on some
features of Saivism of this period. The Harsacarita and the
Kddambari on the other hand are invaluable sources for the social
life of this age.8
Along with these writers must be considered the question of the
Dandin, who according to Dr. Keith may be placed about the begin-
ning of circa A. D. 600,4 Among Indian scholars also there seems
to be no unanimity of opinion regarding his date, for Dr S. K. Da
thinks that he flourished in the beginning or in the first half of the
8th century,5 while according to Dr Krishaamachariar he must have
lived much earlier.6 But it has been suggested that he probably
1  Keith, op. cit., p. 315.
2  find*  Some annotators hold these untenable and unconvincing views: C/ P. V.
Kane, The Harsacarita, Chs. IV-VIII, pp. XVII-XVIII, (Bombay, 1917).
8 See passim Ch. VII for further details.
*  Keith, op. cit.t p. 297.
*  S. K. De, History of Sanskrit Poetics, I, p. 70.
6 Krishnamacariar,   A History   of Classical Sanskrit Literature, p, 314*
Harichand, midSsa, pp. 77 ff.;K. P. Trhredi, LA* XLI, p, 235, XLIY, p.'
/. B. R. A. S.t XXIII, p. 29.